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NEXT MEETING will be held in the Royal Society Room, Tasmanian 
Museum on Thursday 20th November at 7*45 P#m. 

Five Minutes I The President will answer your 
question on Nature. But can you answer his questions 
on this wide subject. Be sure Marcus Hurburgh has a 
list to be answered by you. 

Speaker - Mrs. J. Luckman. 

Subject - South V/est Tasmania 

OUTING Bus trip to Lune River, leaving opposite Prince Theatre 
9.30 a.m. Return time approximately 5«30 p.m. 

Saturday 22nd November. 


Publications Received: 

A.C.F. Newsletter 'Fraser Island Inquiry ends' 

'Save the Whale' 

South Australian Naturalist 'Two new Bat Records from S.A.' 

Victorian Naturalist, September. 'Cape Raoul Heaths, Tasmania.' 

'The Mollusc Caryodes dufressnii in Tasmania' 

Bevonport F.N.C. Circular; Launceston Naturalist, Burnie F.N.C. Bulletin 
'The Orchid' 'The Trothonotary'. Iiobart Walking Club Circular; 
Launceston Walking Club; Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery Annual Report 










ITews from the Committees 

3one seed Atlas To collect data of the distribution of bone seed 
in Southern Tasmania all membe rs should report on findings of such 
at outings or by casual observation. Kiss Marjorie Westbrook is 
keen to keep the records. Please pass all information to her. 

B one seed becomes a project . 

Project Aqua. A request is received to collect information of Tasmanian 
freshwater habitats deemed worthy of conservation. 

Mr. 1.A. Tyler, Senior Lecurer in Botany at the University of 
Tasmania acts as convenor on behalf of the Australian oociety for 
Limnology. 

Cur club /ill offer manpower in field work. 

S.G.A.P. (Society for Growing Annual Plants) is holding their 
bienniel meeting in Hobart. Our members are invited to attend 
the Seminar 8th to 10th December. 

Monday 8th 9 a.m. to 12,30 p.m. 

Tuesday 9bh. 9 a.m. to 12.30 p.n. 

8 p.m. 'Tasmanian Alpines'. 

This is your last bulletin this year. Me will be back 
in February 1976. 

Merry Christmas to you and a Happy Hew Year. 

The Committee. 

Future dates: 

psrr'tuidge Island - Long Weekend? Larch, 1876 

Me have an invitation to camp in the cabins at the Island - 
Cost - information on nature only. You have to take a 
sleeping bag and food. 

Master Camp . Apri1. 

Me are hopeful of camping at Rocky Cape National Park. 

Me are requesting the Burnie Club to join us. A new 
area for our club with many interesting features. 








>aby Echidna survives for sixteen days without foodl 


A young echidna spends fifty to eighty days in its mother*s pouch 
ind is then too big, but at the same time it is too small to fend 
far itself and still depends on its mother’s milk.. 3o mother leaves 
It in a ground burrow and returns to feed it occasionally# 

Dr# Ilervyn Griffiths of the C#3#I.:i#C# Division of Wild Life 
Reserves came across one which had survived for sixteen days without 
food or water# He concluded that it was a suckling recently dropped 
from its mother’s pouch. On the first day of observations it weighed 
474 grains and the temperature of its cloaca (combined anus, water 
outlet and reproductive passage) was 28.5°C. It had dug itself 
downwards and was about 30 cm. underground. 

Bv Bay 4 it had become torpid and its cloacal temperature had dropped 
to 12.8°. On the sixth day it had spontaneously aroused itself and 
its cloacal temperature had risen to 27.2 (the surrounding soil 
temperature had been 12.8°). The young creature then became torpid 
again, temperature dropping to 12.8 - 14 . 

On the 17th day Dr. Griffiths removed it from the burrow, warmed it 
up and gave it warm milk from a spoon. During the sixteen days of 
observations its body weight had dropped by 64 frams. For sixteen 
days it had survived without mother’s milk. 
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